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Hi Folks!

A rather belated, but no less heart-
felt HAPPY NEW YEAR from us both!

Ray was ‘Father Christmas’ again this year and
certainly enjoyed the reactions from the chil-
dren, but the older ones pulled his bear d...don’t
you just feel sorry for him? Christmas seems
quite a long time ag o now as we get on with lif e
after the record breaking snows of Anuary. We
only hope that ther e is not any more snow as you
read this. The older w e get, the less attractive the
snow seems to be. As you will see from the
‘Hymns for Oldies’ on page 6, lots of other things
change too.

Over in Hong Kong, during the Chr istmas period, cool
but not as cold as in the UK, the Boys’ Brigade was hold-
ing its 50th Anni versary cele brations with a giant Camp
including par ticipants fr om the BB in Malaysia, Macau,
Singapore, Australia and other places in S .E. Asia. Did
you know that there are more than 260 BB companies
with 9,000 members in Hong K ong alone, over half the
companies being f ormed within the last ten y ears! Quite
an achievement when you realize that HK is now part of
the largest Communist countr y in the world. This tremen-
dous advance is the result of one small seed of encour -
agement planted in HK in 1959 b y a member of the BB in
Singapore. ‘Planet BB’ is certainly an exciting place in
2010. David Chant, an officer in the 2nd Sutton Coldf ield
Coy., has got together a book all about the BB ar ound the
world - it's called ‘Planet BB’. Much of the content has
come dir ect from BB members in many countr ies via the
auspices of the world wide w eb. Whilst it is not y et print-
ed, he hopes to pub lish this Spring. (see page 7).

If we made a New Year Resolution it would pr obably be
that the BB continues to thrive in 2010. It would be our
wish and our pr ayer... as it says in Psalm 20:

‘May the Lord...give you what you desire and make all your
plans succeed...
Check out Psalm 20 and Matthew Ch 19

Ray & Rob




Meetings etc.

All meetings ar e held at Centenar y House, 89-91 Hatchett St.B’ham.

The deadline date f or magazine contrib utions
Is on the 1st of the pub lication month.

All meetings ar e from 12.00 midday - 2.30 p.m.

2010 MEETINGS:
WEDNESDAY 24th FEBRWRY
(Rob Bolton will talk about the Br igades before the BB)
THURSDAY 27th MAY
TUESDAY 28th SEPTEMBER
WEDNESDAY 24th NOVEMBER

MMUNITY TRANSPORT & THE BB

Ann Reaney has been able to secure a partnership with Community Transport.
C.T. will donate 40% of the v alue of the sale of items donated to the BB and
pass-on books, bric-a-br ac and childr en’s toys to the BB Shop
Community Transport will collect fur niture
including TVs, Lamps and some domestic
appliances, provided that the y are in good
condition.

Soft furnishings should ha ve their fire labels
intact.

If you have anything y ou wish to dispose of
(Collection is usuall y within 5 w orking da ys),
please contact Ann Reaney :

0121 333 5873 or ann.reane y@bb-bir mingham.org .uk
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THE AMAZING ANCHOR BOOKSHOP - Please Help
The BB in Birmingham’s Charity Bookshop

Books, Video’s DVD'’s, Tapes, CD’s, Toys & Games, China & Glassware,
Household items, Pictures and other gifts.  No Clothes!
Bring some in... buy some to take home

Anchor
Bookshop

Unit 21 Central Shopping Square Erdington
Open: Mon - Sat. 10.00 a.m. - 4.30 p.m.

We need help please to work in the shop, for a mor ning or an

afternoon. Due to the success of the shop in raising around £3,600, it will no w oper ate for at
least another thr ee months. Mik e Reaney-as volunteer Manag er, Clair e Massey, Alan Bearcroft,
Jbhn Mendus, Laura Stott, Pat Phillips as well as Ann Reaney and Roger Green must be thank ed

for all their har d work to date.

Please contact Mik e dir ect at the shop on: 07856 986833 5




Hymns for the ‘oldies’

Qust a‘Slower’ walk with Thee

It is well with m y Soul, But my knees hur t.

Nobody knows the trouble | have - seeing

Precious Lord, Take my hand, and help me up

Count your many Birthdays, count them one by one.

Go tell it on a mountain, but speak up.

Give me the ‘old timers’ religion.

Blessed Insurance..

. Guide Me O thou Gr eat Ehovah...I've forgotten where I've parked the car.

10 The day Thou gavest, Lord, is ended - is it time f or my Cocoa?

11. Silent Night... must remember to g et new batter ies for the hear ing aid.

12. Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus, but for most other things sit do wn in a nice comfy chair .

13. From the old | tr avel to the new..as long as | can use my bus pass.

14. Fight the g ood fight, with all thy memor ies.

15. Tell me the old, old story, | don’t know why but | keep forgetting it.

16. In the bleak mid-winter , stay at home wrap up warm

17.Forth in Thy name, O Lord, | go, when | was a bit younger | was Second or third
and do you remember that time w hen | came first... it was like this etc etc etc.

18. And did those f eet in ancient time , walk. Now it's more difficult.

19. Glor ious things of thee ar e spoken, when I've got my teeth in.

20.Courage brother, do not stumble, it's only you that’s holding me up .

21.Be Thou my vision, specsavers seem to have failed

22.This little light of mine ...helps me g et the key into the lock, | don’t know what | would do
without it.

23.Mine eyes have seen the glory...or was it a reaction to that latest dose of Warfarin?

24.When mor ning gilds the skies, my heart awakening cr ies; I'm still ali ve...better g et up and
get on with it.

25.In Christ there is no East or West, In Him no South or Nor th...if I’ ve told y ou once I've told

you three times dear ...this is the right r oad.

©CoOoNoGA~WNPE

St Feter's Amicus Group & 80th Birmingham BB Present

"ALADDIN

A Fabulous Pantomime for all the family

Fri 19th Feb 2010 - 7.30 p.m.
Sat 20th Feb 2010 - 7.30 p.m.

St Reter’s Church Hall.

Adults £5.00 in advance (£6 on door)
Childr en £3.00 in advance (£4 on door)

Contact: Mary Greaney 0121 624 7829

o




PLANET BB: The Boys' Br igade Around the World

Published by Brewin Books £12.95
Due: Early Apr il

Available from Wesley Owen Books & Music. 7 Carrs Lane. Birmingham. B4 7SX
Tel: 0121 643 9235 email:birmingham@w esley-owen.com

More than 20 countries represented. For full contents www.planet-b b.co.uk

Everyone involved in the book has done it fr ee of charge. All royalty payments
will g o to Global Fellowship to help the BB where there is a desperate need.




LINK SHOP e

New Book - Just out!
‘Wilder than Panthers

and as ignorant as the Heathens’
184 pages, A5 Softback format

From: RB Publishing

(Cheques: ‘R. Bolton’)
116, Aldridge Road, Little Aston, Aldridge WS9 OPF

£10 + £2 post & packing.

Ever wonder ed where the BB came from?
Where did William Smith g et the idea?
Did you know that ‘Brigades’ were oper ating many years
before The Boys’ Brigade?
To celebrate 125 yrs of BB & 100 yrs since knighthood of
Sir William Alexander Smith

Still available...

BB ARCHIVE FILMS DVD

Two hours of old BB Films, some with sound, some
colour. As requested by Link members and seen at
previous Link meetings. £8.00 (£10.00 including
postage)

Cheques should be made pa yable: ‘R. Bolton’

OPENING OF THE BB
MEMORIAL GARDEN

DVD NOW ON SALE !

£6.00
(£8.00 inc Post & Packing)

The Cha pel Ser vice
The Opening Ceremon y

Please make cheques payable:

‘The Boys’ Brigade West Midland District’ Professionally made by Birmingham
BB Oficers!

38
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ARREST
BRIBE
CASE
CRIME
DEFENCE
EVIDENCE
GUILTY
INNOCENT
JUDGE
LAWYER
SOLICITOR
WIGS
WITNESS

WHAT IS MY NAME?
(three words)

1.1 am a Bib le Character

2. My parents w ere very sur prised to

have me
3. At one stag e | was to be found at
Aenon near Salim

4.Cro wds came to hear m y preaching

5.When | saw Jesus, | said ‘Behold the

Lamb of God who tak es away the sin of
the world’

Answer to Ray’s Puzzles inVol 5. No 4
TIMOTHY 9




Caught on camera...

Excellent choice of
reading Peter!

Pics from the last two Link meetings, including a much
appr eciated musical enter tainment fr om Peter & Val Tonks and
‘bang ers and mash’ before an excellent talk on the Mother of

Pearl Industr y in Birmingham fr om George Hook, one of the
last remaining man ufacturers of mother of pear | products.

What is Ray
saying to J ohn?
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What's going on
In Birmingham BB "
s
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These are some of the Special ev ents taking place:

Febr uary

Mon 8th Senior Section Fbol Competition 1stA HQ
Wed 10th Table Tennis U15 Indvidual - 35th HQ
Mon-Tues 15th/16th Anchors Fun Da/s 73rd HQ

Tues 23rd Table Tennis Open-Ag e Individual 29th HQ
Sat 27th5-a-side Football Leagues - Goals Perry Barr
Sun 28th Skills for Queen’s Badge - Centenary House

March

Sat.6th Swimming Gala Perry Beeches Pool

Mon 8th Chris Upton Trophy - Carrs Lane Church

Tues 16th Battalion Council Meeting - Centenar y House

Sat.20th 5-a-side Leagues - Goals Perry Barr

Wed 24th Battalion Band Competition - Shirley Methodist Chur ch 7.30 p.m.

Apr il
Fri - Sun 16th /18th Queen’s Badge Completion Course - Felden Lodg e
Sat 24thWest Midland District Band Competition - Alumw ell School, Walsall

May
Sat-Mon 1st/3rd Juniors Weekend - Brockleton
Fri-Mon 28th/31st FHrm Foundations - Felden Lodg e

June

Sat 12th Batalion Athletics

Mon 14th Golf Range Events

Fri-Sat 18th/20th Young People’s Activity Weekend - Woodlands Camp , Streetly.

July
Sat 3d England Athletics Championships - Birmingham

Chess Competition (No vember 2009)

Results WINNER RUNNER -UP
Junior: Calum Rose 58th Lule Shore 57th
Compan y: Chris Monk 59th Gareth Hunter 7th
Senior: Jmie East 3rd S/C David Ridal 3rd S/C
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NEW OUTREA CH YOUTH WORKERS

Future J obs Fund

The BB in Birmingham has been successful in g aining funding f or 5 Youth
Outreach workers under the ne w ‘Future bbs Fund’.
And here they are...
They beg an work with the BB in Birmingham on 7th December and will be
working f or six months. They all seem to be enthusiastic about their ne w roles
and are looking f orward to building r elationships and making an impact.

" Please don’ t
‘ ‘ just bin me!
.’ Keep or re-cyc le

Check - out the w ebsite
www.bb-birmingham.or g.uk

Get ‘The Link’ On -Line!




